REVELATION CHAPTER 22
THE NEW JERUSALEM
AND FINAL EXHORTATIONS OF JESUS CHRIST

Christ now continues to describe the New Jerusalem as a wonderful place to dwell (more than paradise). It has been
planted to ensure the complete enjoyment of the people of God.

PART 2. Revelation 22:1-5. THE NEW |JERUSALEM - continued.
(16) The river of the water of life (22:1-2)

22:1 And (then) he (the angel) showed (Greek: deiknumi)(aorist) me the river (Greek: potamos) of the water of life,
transparent (clear)(Greek: lampros) as crystal (Greek: krustallon), going (flowing) out (Greek: ekporeuomai)(present)
from the throne of God and of the Lamb

22:2 down the middle (Greek: en meso) of her main (wide) street (Greek: plateia).

The terms for ‘river’, ‘street” and ‘tree of life’ in the original language are singular, but they could also have collective
meaning: “Every river, every street and every tree of life”. Thus, in his vision, John could have seen not just one river,
one street and one tree, but parks consisting of rows and rows of trees between many rivers and many streets!

The river of the water of life before the second coming of Christ. In the Old Testament the river of life already

symbolised the cause of life and abundance (Psalms and Ezekiel). In the New Testament at Christ’s first coming the
living water symbolised the Holy Spirit that gives eternal life, brings complete salvation and renews everything (John
4:14; 7:38-39). Christ is now in the process of making all things new and of giving eternal life to everyone who wants it
(21:6, cf. Isaiah 55:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 3:5-6). The river of life is part of the New Jerusalem that since the first
coming of Christ is coming down from God in heaven onto the earth (cf. 21:2)!

The river of the water of life after the second coming of Christ. After the second coming, the river of life will flow from

the throne of God and the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. John continues to describe the perfect
salvation enjoyed in the New Jerusalem on the future new earth. The river of life symbolises the absolute fullness of
salvation and the perfect renewal of all things on the new earth. God’s people will never again thirst, but will instead
enjoy the fullness of life continually (7:16-17). All their needs and holy desires will forever be fulfilled in an
overflowing manner, giving abundant life and joy.

The water is clear as crystal. God’s work of salvation and renewal is completely transparent and contains nothing that is
disagreeable or unpleasant, nothing that could pollute or kill.

(17) The tree of life (22:2b-3a)

22:2 and on each side (Greek: enteuthen kai ekaithen =from here and from there) of the river (stood) the tree (Greek:
xulon) of life (Greek: zoe), bearing (Greek: poeio)(present continuous) twelve (Greek: dodeka) crops of fruit (Greek:
karpos), yielding (Greek: apodidomi)(present continuous) its fruit every month (Greek: men). And the leaves (Greek:
phullon) of the tree (are) for the healing (Greek: therapeia) of the nations (Greek: ethne).

The word for ‘tree’ is actually ‘wood’ as is used of the cross (Acts 5:30; 10:39). By being nailed to the cross, Christ
became a curse in our place and bore our curse in our place. The tree is thus associated with a curse (Galatians 3:13).
However in the New Jerusalem, the tree of the cross is no longer associated with a curse. On the new earth there will be
no curse!

The tree of life before the second coming of Christ. In John’s vision, the description makes it impossible to think of just
one tree of life. The literal translation of Revelation 22:2 is: “Between the city’s street on this side and the river on that

side was the tree of life, producing fruit twelve times, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations. And there will no longer be any curse.” Although the terms river, street, tree are singular,
they can have collective meaning. Thus, between the streets and the rivers there were gardens full of trees of life! The
city was just full of parks, with rivers and streets! Compare Ezekiel 47:7,12, “I saw a great number of trees on each side
of the river. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks
of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear, because the water from the
sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”

And the leaves of the trees are for the healing of the nations. This does not mean that after Christ’s second coming and
final judgement there would again be preaching of the gospel, conversion and especially healing of sicknesses and
hurts. Also here is spoken of things happening now at this time! Just as the water of the river of life, so also the tree of
life with its fruit and leaves is a part of that aspect of the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven throughout the
present New Testament period (cf. 21:2,10)! Throughout the New Testament period, the bride of Christ is being
prepared (9:7; cf. Ephesians 5:25-27); the water of eternal life flows from God’s throne to people (cf. John 4:14;

7:37-39); the trees of life give and maintain the kind of life that pleases God (cf. John 6:35); and the leaves of the trees
bring healing of every kind of sickness and hurt and maintain the kind of health that honours God (cf. Matthew

4:23-24). Thus, the trees of life, its monthly crops of fruit and healing leaves before Christ’s second coming symbolise
the wholesome influence and never-ending superabundance of God’s work of salvation, which brings deep satisfaction
and joy and heals all the scars of sin and misery. Of course, this is temporary, because the complete renewal and healing
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only comes at the resurrection of our present mortal bodies. This is true for all the nations, because all nations including
the natural nation of Israel were lost in sin and misery (cf. Romans 3:23).

Throughout the present New Testament period, everyone who overcomes (cf. 21:7) will be given the right to eat from
the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God (2:7).

The tree of life after the second coming of Christ. Producing fruit each of the twelve months is not explained. The

number 3 represents God and the number 4 represents the new earth. It could refer to the superabundance of God and
his never-ending blessing in the new creation, which satisfies all our needs and fills us with continual joy.

With a view to the eternal state after Christ’s second coming, the description here shows that then it will be fully known
how the people of the nations had received eternal life and complete spiritual, emotional and physical healing.

22:3 And any curse (Greek: katathema) will no longer (Greek: eti) be (future) (there). Everything that will be struck by
God’s curse will be excluded from the New Jerusalem. No evil thing or person will ever enter her. Because the dragon
and his helpers and all their followers have been thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulphur (21:8), there will no
longer be temptations, sin and curse as its consequence on the new earth. The New Jerusalem will never again be
destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure” (Zechariah 14:11).

On this present earth, man has been driven out of the Garden of Eden. On the future new earth, the Garden of Eden will
be inside the city!

(18) The throne of God and of the Lamb (22:3b)
And the throne (Greek: thronos) of God and of the Lamb will be (future) in the city

The throne of God before the second coming of Christ. After his first coming, death, resurrection and ascension into
heaven, Jesus Christ sat at the right hand of God (Mark 16:19). The word throne(s) appears 47 times in Revelation and
besides the throne of Satan (2:13) and the throne of the beast (13:2), they all refer to the throne of God or Christ and are
always in heaven! (See especially 1:4-5; 3:21; 4:2,4; 5:6,7,13; 7:9,10,11,15; 12:5; 15:5 and 16:17; 20:4,11). The throne
of God and the Lamb are a part of the New Jerusalem that is coming down from heaven at the present time. The
universe and everything in it is ruled by Christ from the throne in heaven (Ephesians 1:20-23; 1 Peter 3:22). Throughout
the present New Testament period, every believer may enter God’s holy presence with freedom and confidence to
receive mercy and help just when they need it (Ephesians 3:18; Hebrews 4:16).

At his second coming all knees of friends and enemies of Jesus Christ in the universe will bow before him and
acknowledge that he is the Lord God (1 Corinthians 15:24-26; Philippians 2:9-11; cf. Isaiah 45:23).

The throne of God after the second coming of Christ. After Christ’s second coming the throne of God and of the Lamb

will be within the New Jerusalem on the future new earth! Then, the dwelling of God will be with his people and he will
live with them (21:3). In this final eternal state fellowship with God in Christ will be perfect, not just a momentary
experience, but a permanent condition! Then God, who is Spirit, will actually dwell and reign among his people. He
will cause all his majesty to shine in the New Jerusalem in complete fellowship with the visible Lord Jesus Christ.
Then, his holy presence (nearness) will be the source of every goodness and blessing.

The Lamb is expressly mentioned as the temple, the light and the throne occupant of the New Jerusalem, because Jesus
Christ is the Mediator of everything God does. God gives complete salvation only through Jesus Christ and on the basis
of his completed work of salvation! Only those people who go to God through Jesus Christ will be partakers of this
eternal inheritance. No one will enter the eternal Paradise except through Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)!

(19) The servants (22:3c-5)

and his servants (Greek: doulos) will serve (Greek: latreuo)(future) him.

22:4 And they will see (Greek: horao, opsomai, eidon, heoraka)(future) his face (Greek: prosopon), and his name (will
be) on their foreheads (Greek: metopon).

22:5 And night will not be (future) anymore and they will have (present) no need (Greek: chreia) for the light (Greek:
phos) of a lamp (Greek: luchnos) or the light of the sun (Greek: helios), for the Lord God will illuminate (shine on)

(Greek: photizo)(future) them. And they will reign (Greek: basileuo)(future) for ever and ever. God’s servants are the
believers of both the Old Testament and the New Testament periods.

What will the future activities of believers be? Eternal life is not an eternal doing nothing! Together all believers during
the Old Testament period, who believed in the Messiah that was coming, and all believers during the New Testament
period, who believed in Christ that had come, will inherit the kingdom of God in its final form, namely, the new heaven
(universe) and the new earth. They will be occupied with godly, holy and very meaningful activities on the new earth!

They will bring the splendour, glory and honour of every nation, from where they have come, into the kingdom
(22:24,26).

They will serve God as priests (cf. 20:6; 1 Peter 2:5). They will probably continually bring to God a sacrifice of praise
(Hebrews 13:15). Just imagine singing together the most beautiful songs of every language and culture in all the voices
of mankind accompanied by the great variety of music instruments to the glory of God! The greatest concert in history!
And it never ends!
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They will see God’s face (22:4). Sin on the old earth prevented man from seeing the face of God (Exodus 33:20,23).
But on the new earth all people will see God in the face of Christ and fellowship directly with God (Matthew 5:8). They
will live, serve and reign in his immediate presence, forever and ever.

They will bear God’s name on their foreheads (22:4). God’s name expresses the being of God as he has revealed
himself. He had revealed himself as the ONLY God that exists in the universe. Every other so-called ‘god’ is NOT the
God of the Bible (Exodus 20:2-3). The God of the Bible took on the human nature in Jesus Christ (Isaiah 9:6-7). And he
has revealed himself as “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:3; Ephesians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:3).
Every ‘god’ that is not the God and Father who took on the human nature in Jesus Christ and who did not enter creation
and human history in Jesus Christ, is NOT the True and Living God!

The God of the Bible cannot be compared to the gods of all the other religions (Isaiah 40:18). The God of the Bible
does not share his glory (his divine attributes and presence) with any of the gods of the other religions (Isaiah 42:8).

The God of the Bible is the ONLY Saviour and no god of the other religions will save their followers (from their sins or
their dangers)(Isaiah 43:10b-11).

Only the God of the Bible revealed what happened in the past and foretold what would happen in the future (Isaiah
44:6-8).

Only the God of the Bible did not speak in secret (e.g. through only one so-called prophet), but spoke the same
unaltered message over a period of 1500 years to about 40 different prophets and apostles in three languages and
cultures that were separated more than 2000 kilometres from one another (Isaiah 45:18-21a).

There is no righteous and saving God besides the God of the Bible. Therefore, all the people on earth must turn to the
God of the Bible and be saved. Finally, every knee in history will bow willingly or unwillingly before the God of the
Bible. Every tongue will confess with conviction or with regret that the God who revealed himself in Jesus Christ is the
only true God (Isaiah 45:21b-23; Philippians 2:9-11).

The name on their foreheads signifies that God acknowledges them openly to be his very own forever and they joyfully
confess him as their Lord (3:12; cf. 1 Corinthians 12:3).

They will reign as kings with God for ever (22:5). Before the second coming of Christ the kingdom of God was
opposed by the kingdom of the world or the dominion (Greek: exousia) of darkness (Colossians 1:13). After Christ’s
second coming and the final judgement, the kingdom of the world (hitherto God’s kingdom opposed by the dominion of
darkness, cf. Colossians 1:13) also becomes the kingdom of God and his Christ (now God’s kingdom in its final, perfect
phase without any darkness)! Then the saints will receive the kingdom in its final, perfect phase and possess it forever
and ever (cf. Daniel 7:18). God in his visible revelation in Jesus Christ will reign forever and ever (11:15; cf. 1
Chronicles 17:11-14; Isaiah 9:7; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; 2 Peter 1:11). And then his servants will also reign with him
forever and ever. This means that they will probably realise their original assignment to rule over God’s creation: nature
with its animals and plants (Genesis 1:26,28). But all trouble at work and sorrow in relationships as we know it on this
present broken earth will have been removed. Never again will this condition end!

(20) Different views about the throne (22:1)

The futurist view. The throne is literal and will probably rest on the summit of the pyramid shape of the literal city
(Larkin)'.

The correct explanation. The throne is symbolic of God’s visible glorious presence and majestic sovereign reign in the
midst of the community of his saved people everywhere on the future new earth as the centre of the future new heaven
(universe). God does not need a literal physical place to be worshipped (Acts 17:24-25).

(21) Different views about the leaves of the tree (22:2)

The futurist view. The leaves will prevent sickness and preserve people in health on the new earth, just as Adam would
have been preserved in health if he had eaten of the tree of life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:22-24)(Larkin)?.

The correct explanation. The leaves are for the healing of the nations on this present earth before the second coming of
Christ, thus pointing to that aspect of the New Jerusalem that is coming down from heaven throughout the whole New
Testament period. On the future new earth after the second coming of Christ there will not even be the possibility of
sickness (21:4)!

! Larkin, Revelation p. 207
2 Larkin, Revelation p. 208
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(22) Different views about the kingdom in eternity (22:5)

The futurist view. After the 1000 year millennial kingdom on this present earth will follow the 33 000 year perfect
kingdom on the new earth. At the close of this ‘dispensation of the Fullness of Times’, Christ will surrender this perfect
kingdom to God (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:24-28). This is based on the 1000 generations (Deuteronomy 7:9) and Jesus’ 33
years as the length of a generation. Then time will cease and ‘the eternal ages’ called ‘the ages of ages’ or ‘ages to
come’ (Ephesians 2:7) will begin (Larkin)>.

The correct explanation. The present kingdom of God was inaugurated at Christ’s first coming (12:10; Matthew 12:28;
21:43). The kingdom of God in its perfect final phase will be inaugurated at Christ’s second coming (11:15; Matthew
25:34). Then the Son of God in human nature will have completed his commission as Mediator.

The Bible clearly teaches that after Christ has put his enemies under his feet at his second coming, his work as Mediator
will be complete and he will subject himself to God the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). In 1 Corinthians 15:28 Paul
does not imply that God the Son would be subjected to God the Father. What Christ will lay down is not his divine
nature or his eternal kingship (2 Peter 1:11), but only his office as Mediator between God and people when he has
conquered all his enemies and protected his people. The goal of the subjection of Jesus Christ (the God-Man Mediator)
is that “God may be all in all” in the sense that God (the Triune God) is with all, ruling everything and possessing
everything directly. All ungodly and pious people, all devils and the whole creation will be compelled by the completed
salvation work of Christ to recognize God as the One and Only God. God’s dominion is universal, but will be
universally acknowledged and accepted. There will be no opposition any more!

PART 3. Revelation 22:6-21. THE FINAL EXHORTATIONS.

Three give testimony to the authenticity of the book of Revelation: the angel (22:6), the apostle John (22:8) and Christ
himself (22:16). And three speak to the coming of Christ: Christ himself (22:12,20), the Spirit and the bride (22:22:17)
and John (22:20). There is a final blessing: Blessed those who keep on washing their robes, that is, keep on developing
their character (22:14). And there is a final warning: Woe to those who add words to or subtract words from the book of
Revelation (22:18-19).

(1) These words are trustworthy and true (22:6a)

22:6 The he (the angel) said (Greek: lego, ero, eipon, eireka)(aorist) to me: These words (are) trustworthy (Greek:
pistos) and true (Greek: alethinos). The angel who showed John these visions attests the genuine character of this
revelation. The book of Revelation is indeed of divine origin (1:1; 19:9; 21:5; cf. 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter
2:19-21).

(2) The God of the spirits of the prophets (22:6b)

The Lord (Greek: ho kurios), the God of the spirits (Greek: pneuma) of the prophets. God is the Father of all human
spirits in the sense that he created them (Hebrews 12:9). God is particularly the God of the spirits of the prophets. He
inspired them to proclaim his Word to people, which is now recorded in the Bible (2 Peter 1:20-21). He did this through
the Spirit of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:9-12; cf. Revelation 19:10). God likewise revealed the New Testament revelation
through the Spirit of Christ (John 16:13-15)!

He also inspires the spirits of prophets today, that is, the spirits of those who proclaim God’s message today, and guides
them when and how to say God’s message. But God has created the human spirit in such a way that the spirits of
prophets are never kidnapped by the Holy Spirit. The spirits of the prophets always remain subject to the control of the
prophets themselves. Those who claim to have the gift of prophecy are therefore completely responsible and answerable
to God about what they prophesy (1 Corinthians 14:32)! Everything genuine prophets proclaim must be in complete
agreement with the Bible (cf. Acts 17:10-12; 1 Corinthians 4:6). Every prophecy that is not in agreement with the Bible
originated in the sinful mind of people and Christians must not listen to these (Jeremiah 23:9-40; 1 John 4:1-6).

(3) The things must soon take place (22:6c)

sent (Greek: apostello)(aorist) his angel to show (Greek: deiknumi)(aorist) his servants the things that (Greek: ha) must
(Greek: dei)(present) take place (Greek: ginomai)(aorist) quickly (without delay) (Greek: en tachei)(tachus=speed).
Both the introduction (1:1-3) and the conclusion of the book of Revelation teach that the book of Revelation is not
merely a prediction of future history, but a proclamation (prophecy) in apocalyptic language of the main principles
operating throughout world history from Christ’s first coming to Christ’s second coming. The book is directed to every
Christian in every age! And the book is a relevant message to every Christian every day! What was ‘soon’ in the time
of the apostle John two thousand years ago has since that time become ‘now’!

(4) Lam coming soon (22:7a)
22:7 And behold, | am coming (present) quickly (Greek: tachu)! Although in one way there is a definite final second

coming of Jesus Christ that ends this present history, in another way there is a imminent coming of Christ for everyone
at any time in our lives (cf. 2:5,16) and definitely when we die physically. There are different ways in which Christ is
‘coming’ (cf. 1:8; 3:11; 16:15; 22:17; Luke 12:35-40).

(5) Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book (22:7b)

3 Larkin, Revelation p. 202,208-209
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Blessed (Greek: makarios) is he who keeps (Greek: tereo)(present) the words of the prophecy (Greek: propheteia) of
this book. Blessed is the person who reads, who hears and takes to heart (1:3), and who keeps the words of the prophecy
of this book (22:7). See the seven blessings (22:14).

The book of Revelation is NOT a book that is relevant only for the future history, but IS a book that is relevant for
every human being throughout the period from the first coming of Christ to the second coming of Christ. And therefore
the book of Revelation must be read, heard and obeyed by everyone, everywhere and at all times!

(6) Worship God, not angels (22:8-9)

22:8 |, John, (am) the one who heard (Greek: akouo)(present) and saw (Greek: blepo)(present) these things. And when
| had heard (aorist) and seen (aorist) (these things), | fell down (Greek: pipto, pesoumai, epeson, peptoka)(aorist) to
worship (Greek: proskuneo)(aorist) at the feet of the angel who had been showing (Greek: deiknumi)(present) these

things to me. Also the apostle John testified that the book of Revelation is not his invention, but a genuine revelation
from Christ.

22:9 But he said (present) to me, ‘Take care! don't do that! (Greek: ora me)(from horao)(imperative present) ! | am
(present) your fellow servant (Greek: sundoulos) and of your brothers the prophets and of those who keep (Greek:

tereo)(present) the words of this book (Greek: biblion). Worship (Greek: proskuneo)(imperative aorist) God! Especially
in Asia Minor, some Christians were tempted by the Gnostics to worship angels (cf. Colossians 2:18). But the angels
themselves warn people not to do this, but instead to worship God alone (22:8-9)! Only Jesus Christ is worthy of
worship and is worshipped as God (Matthew 2:11; 14:33; 28:17), because he is God (Isaiah 9:6; 10:20-21; John 10:30-
38; 14:9-10; Colossians 1:19; 2:9; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8-9; 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20; Revelation 1:8,17; 22:13). Like
Christians the angels are servants of Christ and they especially serve believers that inherit salvation (Hebrews 1:14). In
humility the angel calls himself a servant of the Old Testament prophets, of the New Testament apostles and of every
Christian who holds on to and proclaims the words in the book of Revelation.

(7) Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near (22:10)

22:10 Then he told me, ‘Do not seal up (Greek: sphragizo)(imperaive, aorist) the words of the prophecy of this book,
because the (appointed) time (Greek: kairos) is (present) near (Greek: eggus). The book of Daniel had to be sealed
(Daniel 8:26). “Close up (hide)(Hebrew: setom) the vision” might merely denote “keep it safe until the day when it is
needed”, because it is relevant to that far future context. However, the verb more naturally suggests “keep it secret until
that day”. The verb “to close up” appears alongside the verb “to seal” (Hebrew: chatom) in Daniel 12:4,9. For a second
century B.C. audience of the book of Daniel this explains why the vision in the book of Daniel had not been heard of
before (that is between the 6™ and the 2™ century B.C.) The vision had been sealed up during that time. However, these
words also express the conviction that the message really came from God. The fact that this message emerged in the 2™
century B.C. was a sign that ‘the End’ was near. That is, the end of the period of oppression (in this case by Antiochus
Epiphanes) and the fulfilment of God’s purpose for his people at that time was near.

The book of Revelation must not be sealed (Revelation 22:10). ‘The time’ (Greek: kairos) is the time appointed by God
for things to happen. The prophecies in the book of Revelation are appointed by God to begin to go into fulfilment from
the time of the apostle John onwards (cf. 1:1,3)! The words of all the twenty-two chapters of the book of Revelation
must not be sealed, must not be kept away from people, because they have already begun to be fulfilled (22:10)! The
fulfilment of the words in the book of Revelation began at the first coming of Christ and will only be completely
fulfilled at the second coming of Christ. The words of the book Revelation must be read and made known; they must be
believed and obeyed. Blessed are those people who read and keep these words: in every age and now in the present time
(22:7,14; cf. 1:3).

(8) Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong (22:11)

22:11 He who does wrong (unrighteousness)(Greek: adikeo)(present), must do wrong (Greek: adikeo)(imperative,
aorist) still more (Greek: eti); and he who (is) filthy (dirty) (Greek: ruparos), must make filthy (dirty) (Greek: rupaino)
(imperative, aorist) still more; and he who (is) righteous, must do (imperative, aorist) righteousness still more (Greek:

eti); and he who (is) holy, must make holy (sanctify, consecrate) (Greek: hagiazo)(imperative, aorist) still more. Every
person can already now know what destiny is waiting for him (cf. Ezekiel 18:21-24). The word ‘let’ has two meanings
(cf. Matthew 13:30):

The ‘let’ of (negative) withdrawal lets go of a person, e.g. Revelation 22:11a. It means that Christians should not hinder
a person who, in spite of exhortations and warnings, has completely hardened himself in his wickedness. Christians
should not hinder him from continuing in his unrighteousness and also not hinder the filthy person from continuing in
his filth. For the wicked this ‘let’ is a terrible reality, because God “gives them over” or abandons them to their wicked
ways (cf. Romans 1:24,26,28)!

The ‘let’ of (positive) exhortation (22:11b) urges a person to do something, e.g. “Let the wicked forsake his way”
(Isaiah 55:7). It also means that Christians should not hinder the righteous and holy person from continuing in the way
of righteous deeds and sanctification.

(9) Behold, Christ is coming soon together with his reward (22:7,12,20)
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22:12 Behold, | am coming (present) quickly (Greek: tachu), and my reward (Greek: misthos) (is) with me. | will give
(Greek: apodidomi)(aorist) to each (Greek: hekastos) as (Greek: hos) his work is (present). This promise is a warning at
the same time - a tender admonition not to harden oneself in unbelief, but rather to repent and be transformed. At the
second coming of Christ there will no longer be an opportunity to repent. Then Christ will not come to save people as
with his first coming, but to judge unrighteous people. His reward or punishment is with him and he will give it at his
second coming in the final judgement (20:11-15; cf. Matthew 25:31-46; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15). The reward or
punishment will be in exact proportion to the life one lived on earth. “He will give to each person according to what he
has done” (Romans 2:6; Luke 12:47-48).

(10) Jesus Christ is the Beginning and the End (22:13)

22:13 | (am) the Alpha and the Omega, the First (Greek: protos) and the Last (Greek: eschatos), the Beginning (Greek:
arche) and the End (Greek: telos). This exalted name of God (1:4) also belongs to Christ (1:8,17; 2:8; 22:13)! The
eternal God had taken on the human nature in time and had entered his creation and human history in Jesus Christ (John
1:1,14,18; 10:30; 14:9; Colossians 2:9; 1:15; Hebrews 1:3). Jesus Christ is eternal (Hebrews 13:8) and his words are
eternal (Matthew 24:36). The promises and threats of Jesus Christ (22:12) also have eternal significance.

11) Blessed are those who wash their robes (22:14)

22:14 Blessed are those who continually wash (Greek: pluno)(present) their robes (Greek: stole), that their right
(Greek: exousia) will be (future) to the tree of life and that they may go in (Greek: eiserchomai) (subjunctive, aorist)
through the gates (Greek: pulon) into the city.

There are seven beatitudes in the book of Revelation:

(1) Blessed is he who reads the book (of Revelation) and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near
(1:3).

(2) Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. They will rest from their labour, for their deeds will follow
them (14:13).

(3) Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully
exposed (16:15).

(4) Blessed are those who are called (better than: invited)(perfect tense) to the wedding supper of the Lamb (19:9).

(5) Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a (symbolic) thousand years (20:6).

(6) Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book (22:7).

(7) Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right (literally: their right will be) to the tree of life
and that they may go through the gates into the city (22:14).

All Christians have already been justified once for all by their faith in the death of Jesus Christ, symbolised by his blood
(7:14; cf. Isaiah 1:18; John 15:3; Romans 3:24-26; Hebrews 9:14). Once for all time they have put on Christ and his
righteousness (Ephesians 4:22-24).

But every Christian needs cleansing again and again from the sins he commits after he has become a Christian (1 John
1:8-10). Blessed are those who continually wash their robes. Every person carries with him a robe and he is all the time
weaving this robe, because his every thought, word and deed enters into it. His robe also gets splashed, dirty and filthy
and is constantly in need of washing (cf. Zechariah 3:3). Nothing in this world can cleanse it (Jeremiah 2:22). This robe
is ones character, which Christ wants to sanctify! The only remedy that cleanses from all kinds of sin and all sin is the
blood of Christ (1 John 1:7). The words ‘the blood of Christ’ does not imply that his blood is the magical means for
cleansing sin, but is an expression referring to the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross, which made atonement for the
sins of those who believe in him (Romans 3:25). All new stains of sin are cleansed when the believer confesses and
Christ forgives (1 John 1:9).

(12) Outside are the dogs, etc (22:15)

22:15 Outside (Greek: exo) (are) the dogs (Greek: kuon, kunes), those who practise magic arts (Greek: pharmakos),
the sexually immoral (Greek: pornos), the murderers (Greek: phoneus), the idolater (Greek: eidolatres) and everyone
who continually love (Greek: phileo)(present) and practise (present) falsehood (Greek: pseudos). Outside the city (the
New Jerusalem) that represents God’s community of saved people living on the new earth are all those who have the
characteristics of the great prostitute (sexual immorality, cf. 17:2,4), and of the dragon and beast (murder, cf. John 8:44;
Revelation 11:7) and of the false prophet (idolatry, cf. 13:14-15). This does not mean that the wicked live outside the
gates of the New Jerusalem on the New Earth, because they will have to live in hell (cf. 21:8).

The false teachers are literally called dogs (cf. Matthew 7:6; Philippians 3:2). Dogs were despised in the east. They are
unclean (cf. 2 Peter 2:22) and must be avoided (2 John 9-11). The false teachers not only speak falsehood, but also love
and practise falsehood! Practising falsehood in an age of rationalism is shown by people who do not base their thinking
and convictions on the truth of the Bible and deliberately follow lies (cf. Isaiah 5:20). And practising falsehood in an
age of existentialism is shown by people who do not base their feelings and experiences on the truth of the Bible,
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because truth has become a relative concept instead of an absolute reality that God has revealed! The apostle John
always emphasised truth against falsehood (John 1:17; 8:40-44; 14:6; 1 John 2:21; 4:6; Revelation 14:5; 22:15).

(13) The testimony of Jesus to the churches (congregations) (22:16a)

22:16 |, Jesus, have sent (Greek: pempo)(aorist) my angel to give you the testimony (Greek: martureo)(aorist) (about)
these things for the churches (congregations) (Greek: ekklesia). The Author of this book is not the apostle John, but
Jesus himself (1:1). Jesus had seen and read, revealed and executed whatever was written in the scroll with writing on
both sides — the book in heaven (5:1-2). The whole book of Revelation is the testimony of Jesus to all the congregations
throughout the New Testament period of time!

(14) Jesus is the divine origin and human descendent of David (22:16b)

| am (present) the Root (Greek: riza) and the Offspring (Greek: genos) of David, the bright (Greek: lampros) Morning
Star (Venus)(Greek: aster proinos). Jesus Christ is the Root of David, the divine origin of David, and the Offspring of
David, the human descendent or the Seed that was promised to his covenant people (Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16;
Matthew 22:42-45). Jesus Christ is God that took on human nature, entered his creation and the history of the world to
be the Saviour. He is the expected Messiah of the first coming and the second coming. He is the bright Morning Star,
the star that rules the heavens with royal splendour and dominion. This is a symbol of royalty (cf. Numbers 24:17).

(15 The Holy Spirit and the Church continually invite and expect Jesus Christ (22:17a)

22:17 And the Spirit and the Bride (Greek: numphe) say (present), ‘Come!’ (Greek: erchomai, eleusomai, elthon,
elelutha)(imperative, present). And he who hears (Greek: akouo)(present) must say (Greek: lego, ero, eipon, eireka)
(eipato=imperative, aorist) ‘Come!’ (Greek: erchomai)(imperative, present). The Holy Spirit and the Church (the bride,
God’s community of saved people) always work together and they constantly say, “Be continually coming!” This
prayer refers to Christ’s continual coming during the whole course of history that precedes his final second coming.

See the different ways in which Christ is coming (cf. 1:8; 3:11; 16:15; 22:17; Luke 12:35-40). The Spirit and Christians
pray, “Come and carry out your plan in history with a view to your final coming.” That divine plan includes the
principles of moral government revealed under the symbolism of the seven lampstands, the seven seals, the seven
trumpets, the conflict with the dragon and his helpers, the seven bowls of wrath, the wedding of the Lamb, etc. “In and
through all these means and agencies, cause your purpose to be realised and speed your coming!”

And let everyone who reads the book of Revelation pray the same, “Be continually coming!” This is what Christians
pray when they say, “Your kingdom come” (Greek: eltheto = imperative, second aorist)) (Matthew 6:10)!

(16) The invitation of Jesus Christ to the readers (22:17b)

And whoever is thirsty (Greek: dipsao)(present), must come (Greek: erchomai)(imperative present); and whoever
wishes (Greek: thelo)(present), must take (Greek: lambano)(imperative aorist) the water of life without charge (Greek:
dorean). Not only Christians invite Christ to come to them, but also Christ tenderly invites everyone who wishes to
come to him and receive the free gift of eternal life (cf. Isaiah 55:1-2; John 1:12)! It is Christ’s invitation to the readers
of the book of Revelation in every age. He offers eternal life as a gracious free gift. But people must wish it and receive
it! Nobody needs to hesitate to come and receive it!

(17) The warning against adding or subtracting words (22:18-19)

22:18 | warn (Greek: martureo)(present) everyone who hears (present) the words of the prophecy of this book: If
anyone adds (Greek: epitithemi, theso, etheka)(subjunctive, aorist) to them, God will add (future) to him the plagues
(blows) (Greek: plege) described/written (Greek: grapho)(perfect) in this book.

22:19 And if anyone takes away (Greek: aphaireo, eilamen)(subjunctive, aorist) the words of the book of this prophecy,
God will take away (future) his part (share)(Greek: meros) from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are
described (written) (perfect) in this book.

These words are directly spoken by Jesus. He states that the Bible is not the product of human invention or wisdom, but
a divine revelation. God or Christ through the Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to put his words to writing
(cf. 1 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21). This warning does not only pertain to the book of Revelation, because the same
statement is applied to the Law (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32) and to every word of God (Proverbs 30:6; Jeremiah 26:2).
The Word of God (the Bible) is unassailable and may not be violated.

The earnest warning of Christ is for every person that reads the Bible. Don’t read your own opinions into this book!
Don’t add to this book (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:6)! If you do, God will add his plagues to your life! And don’t say that
certain passages in this book are interpolations! Don’t take away from this book (cf. John 5:39-40)! God will take your
share in the tree of life and the holy city away from you!

This is also a serious warning to other religions that maliciously and without any evidence say that the Bible has been
altered!
(18) The response of Jesus and of John (22:20)

22:20 He who testifies (Greek: martureo)(present) to these things says (present), ‘Yes, | am coming (Greek: erchomai)
(present) quickly (Greek: tachu).” Amen. Come (Greek: erchomai)(imperative, present) Lord Jesus.

Jesus responds with the confirmation that he is coming soon.
And John personally responds, “Amen. Be coming!”

(19) The benediction (22:21)
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22:21 The grace (Greek: charis) of the Lord Jesus (be) with all. Some Greek manuscripts read “be with the saints”. If
this was not the original reading it was nevertheless intended. The grace of the Lord Jesus is for his own people, for
those who listen to the words of this book! Other manuscripts add the final “Amen” as a divine assurance of everything

written in this book.
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